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3.  The  actions around Wysokow show what con-
ditions of ground are required for attack.   The Austrian
attack penetrated into the village because it was strongly
supported by artillery, that is undeniable; but also, and
above all, because it had at its disposal covered avenues
of approach, defiladed ways of access, which brought the
attacking forces under shelter from enemy fire up to
800 or 400 yards from their objective.   A sound attacking
direction is one which provides covered approaches for
infantry, and which makes it possible to use both arms
(artillery and infantry) against a common objective, with
that full development of the means of action which is
derived from numerical superiority.   The attack finally
failed because it was not guarded.   It will always be
so.   Any force that starts attacking must cover itself
in all directions by which the enemy may come on.   The
troops entrusted with that function must occupy, on
the flank of the attack, the points whence a surprise
fire might be delivered, as well as locate and receive
the counter-attack which is bound to take place.

4.  The defence of any place consists, as we have seen,
in parrying the attack by means  of the resistance
supplied by the organised and occupied " points d'appui,"
and in thrusting by means of counter-attack in order to
finish off the adversary.   To give up counter-attacking
would be equivalent to returning to that passive de-
fensive which excludes decision* and always ends in
disaster.

Counterstrokes starting from a "point d'appui" cannot
find an^ outlet within the circle of fire which surrounds
the position and makes its approaches impassable.

In order that the counter-attack may strike home* it
is further necessary that it skould be guarded, as has
been prescribed for the attack; otherwise it is liable to
be surprised) and therefore delayed.

For instance: the two half-battalions of the 47th
and 52nd were compelled to face the Austrian artillery
(one battery and a half) and cavalry (llth Cuirassiers).

5.  The distribution of troops devoted to the defence
of a place includes a garrison, an occupying force,
numerically as weak as possible; a reserve as strong as
possible, designed for counter-attacking and for providing
itself, at the moment it goes into action, with a security-
service which will guard it from any possible surprise*